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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 8, 11-13, 16 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,464,200 to Nakazato et al. in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,104,1 17 to McCormick et al. 

With respect to claims 1 and 1 1 , Nakazato et al. teaches a printing system 
comprising a plurality of output surfaces or trays, 16, wherein each of said plurality is 
attached to a mounting surface running substantially perpendicular to a height of said 
printing system and is offset horizontally from one another and wherein each of said 
plurality is shaped to provide user access to printed output and wherein said printed 
output is deposited to a specific one of said plurality of output surfaces responsive to a 
selection, wherein said selection is one of a user-selection or a selection corresponding 
to a function of said printing device communicating said output. See column 3, lines 16- 
40, column 6, lines 30-52 and Fig. 2 in particular. 

Nakazato et al. does not explicitly teach individual user access to a specific tray 
holding printed output. 

McCormick et al. teaches a printing system comprising a plurality of output trays 
in which sheets are directed and deposited in specifically identified receiving trays. See 
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column 5. lines 22-28. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use the individually identified tray system of McCormick et al. with the 
system of Nakazato et al. in order to more efficiently provide output to a specific user. 

With respect to claims 2-3 and 12-13, Nakazato et al. also teaches the plurality of 
output surfaces are substantially the same and substantially parallel to one other, and 
that the plurality of output surfaces extends beyond a footprint of the printing system. 
See column 3, lines 16-40 and Fig. 2 in particular. 

With respect to claims 8 and 16, Nakazato et al. teaches that the selection is a 
user selection, or a function of said printing device communicating said printed output, 
corresponding to a function of the printing device or depending on a user requesting 
printing. See column 6, lines 30-52. 

With respect to claims 19 and 21, Nakazoto et al. teaches that the function is 
selected from a group comprising copying, faxing and printing. See column 6, lines 30- 
52. 

With respect to claims 18 and 20, Nakazoto et al. teaches a high capacity output 
tray. As the specification does not establish explicit parameters to determine what 
quantity of output is considered to be high, any output tray of Nakazoto et al. must be 
considered to meet this requirement. 
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3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakazato 
et al. in view of McCormick et aL, as applied to claims 1-3, 8, 1 1-13, 16 and 18-21 
above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,098,074 to Mandel et al. 

Nakazato et al. and McCormick et al. teach all that is claimed, as in the above 
rejection of claims 1-3, 8, 1 1-13, 16 and 18-21 except that the plurality of output 
surfaces are retractable. 

Mandel et al. teaches a retractable output surface, 60. See column 6, lines 38- 

53. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the output surfaces of Nakazato et al. to be retractable, 
as taught by Mandel et al. in order to better assemble the output sheets in the tray. 

4. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakazato et al. in view of McCormick et al., as applied to claims 1-3, 8, 11-13. 16 and 
18-21 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,920,758 to Ohtsuki. 

Nakazato et al. and McCormick et al. teach all that is claimed, as in the above 
rejection of claims 1-3, 8, 11-13, 16 and 18-21. Nakazato et al. also teaches a print 
engine, 1 1 , for printing output of the printing system. See column 3, lines 18-22. 

Nakazato et al. and McCormick et al. do not teach an input tray for storing and 
providing print media to the print engine, an automatic document feeder, or a scanner 
for capturing an image from an original to be copied. Nakazato et al. and McComriick et 
al. also do not teach that the plurality of output surfaces are disposed between one of: 
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the print engine and the input tray, the input tray and the scanner, and the scanner and 
the print engine. 

Ohtsuki teaches a printing device having a print engine, 200, an input tray, 10, 
with an automatic document feeder for storing and providing print media to the print 
engine and a scanner, 100, for capturing an image from an original to be copied. See 
column 3, lines 29-35, column 4, lines 40-54 and Fig. 2 in particular. Ohtsuki also 
teaches an output space, 300, located between the scanner and the print engine. See 
column 3, lines 56-60. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the printing device of Nakazato et al. to have the element 
arrangement of Ohtsuki in order to provide a stable device which takes up less space. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakazato et al. in view of McCormick et al., as applied to claims 1-3, 8, 11-13, 16 and 
18-21 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,428,000 to Hara et al. 

Nakazato et al. and McCormick et al. teach all that is claimed, as in the above 
rejection of claims 1-3, 8, 1 1-13, 16 and 18-21 except that the plurality of output trays 
are foldable. 

Hara et al. teaches a foldable output tray. See column 4, lines 49-52. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the output surfaces of Nakazato et al. to be foldable, as 
taught by Hara et al. in order to be able to accommodate sheets of different sizes. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed June 27, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In response to applicants argument that Nakazato et al. does not teach 
depositing printed output in a selected bin, Nakazato et al. teaches that the control 
system selects an empty bin and deposits the printed output in that bin. See column 6, 
lines 40-42. Applicant's claim is not patentably distinguishable from this teaching. 
Applicant argues that the id number is used for identifying the bin, rather than for 
depositing the output in the bin, however the id number is not claimed and therefore 
cannot be considered in the evaluation of the claim. 

In response to applicant's argument with respect to claims 19 and 21 that the 
words "copying" and "faxing" are not mentioned in the reference, the claim of a selection 
from a group requires the teaching of only one item from the group, as this claim 
teaches that printing is a function of the device, it meets the claim as written. 

In response to applicant's argument that the newly cited reference fails to teach 
or suggest the claimed recitation that the "selection is one of a user-selection or a 
selection corresponding to a function of said printing device communicating said printed 
output" the newly cited reference has not been relied upon for this teaching. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to tiiis final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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